Towards the middle of the 20th century, neuroanatomy was on the decline. It was revived by the development of two new methods. One was the Nauta-Gygax method, which selectively stained nerve fibers that had been caused to degenerate by experimental lesions. This allowed connections between various parts of the nervous system to be better determined.
1.
The Nauta-Gygax stain . Towards the middle of the 20th century, anatomy, and especially neuroanatomy, was in the doldrums. In neuroanatomy a few basic stains were available for examining the central nervous system and most parts of it had been studied extensively using these stains. Some of the stains showed neurons in their entirety, while others only showed certain parts of neurons. To examine individual nerve cells in their entirety a number of variations on the Golgi impregnation methods were available, but the uncertainty about the quality and extent of the staining produced after tissue had been impregnated led to the 
